
Lakes, Ponds and Drainage Committee Meeting

7/7/2025 (4pm at Clubhouse and via Zoom)

Attending: 

Bill Reilly, Betsy Just, Karen Anthony, David Scheirman, Jack Dyrland, Jon Hall, David 
Carpenter, Gwynne Briggs ALT, Lowell Lorenz ALT

BBVCC Staff/Officers: David Franklin, Bobby 

Visitors: Danny Gibbons, Terry Sullivan, Ryan Chambers, Dan Nedved

Approval of the 6-2-25 minutes motion made by Karen and 2nd by David S.

Quick recap

The maintenance team discussed various pond treatments, water quality concerns, and 
vegetation management issues, including plans for EutroSORB applications and 
addressing unusual algae growth. The committee explored several infrastructure 
projects including aerator repairs, culvert replacements, and potential name changes for 
lakes, while also discussing water pump system improvements and addressing 
concerns about nutria sightings. The group concluded by addressing noxious weeds, 
property maintenance policies, goose population management, and development 
activities around Horizon, with discussions about stormwater infrastructure and 
municipal boundary considerations.

Next steps

• Bill & David: Attend meeting with County staff regarding MOU cost share for lake 
management

• Bobby: Fix the remaining 2 non-functional aerators on Thunderbird Lake this 
week

• Bill: Will inquire about any responses to BBV's previous concerns regarding the 
Avista development

• Education Committee: Create educational materials for the bulletin about proper 
car washing practices to prevent water contamination

• Education Committee: Develop bulletin content about not feeding geese, 
including the environmental impact

• Create spreadsheet of water testing results from the past couple years to analyze 
trends



• Try to obtain historical data about previous goose population numbers and culling 
program details

• Education Committee: Design a goose counting program with specific dates for 
winter and summer counts

• Bobby: Trim vegetation around the air compressor cover at Qwann Lake

• Lakes Committee: Investigate repair options for the water temperature meter

• Education Committee: Create visual materials showing property lines and 
boundaries for the shoreline maintenance bulletin

Summary

Pond Maintenance and Algae Observations

The maintenance team has been applying EutroSORB G to ponds on the golf course. It 
was reported that unusual green algae growth in Thunderbird pond that looks different 
from previous cloud-like algae. David noted improved water-to-plant cover ratios in 
some ponds compared to two years ago. The team discussed concerns about 
vegetation growth near water bodies, which was attributed to limited mowing time rather 
than signs preventing mowing. It was also mentioned ongoing work to compile water 
test results into a spreadsheet, showing a correlation between temperature increases 
and phosphorus levels, and noted that their water temperature meter needs repair.

Pond Maintenance and Treatment Updates

The group discussed issues with aerator units on Thunderbird Lake, where 6 out of 17 
units were found not to be working, with repairs planned for the remaining 2. They 
examined the connection between Kwan and Thunderbird ponds, noting that the outlet 
pipe between them is submerged and clogged, affecting water exchange. It was 
emphasized the importance of applying EutroSORB to the ponds before hot weather to 
sequester phosphorus, and mentioned that while the large lake treatments were 
completed in mid-April this year, they should be done earlier next year according to their 
schedule. The conversation ended with an update on the Cascade Engineering project, 
which is nearly ready for county submittal, though there is an ongoing WDFW violation 
regarding the emergency culvert replacement on Salish Lane.

Stream Improvement and Lake Renaming

The group discussed the need to replace an existing pipe with a box culvert to improve 
fish movement in a stream, estimating a cost of $300,000 to $500,000. The group also 
explored the possibility of changing the names of Kwann and Thunderbird Lakes to 
detention ponds, as they serve a stormwater detention function rather than being 



natural water bodies. The group noted that the current lake names may be influencing 
state regulations, and the committee is investigating the pros and cons of changing the 
names and if its even possible. 

Water Pump System Feasibility Discussion

The group discussed a water pump system, focusing on the feasibility of shortening the 
outlet pipe and improving efficiency. They considered consulting Lowell for pump 
expertise and estimated that a new pump system could cost around a million dollars. It 
was also mentioned meeting a new contact named Eddie Wood who might be able to 
help with pump-related questions. The group decided to explore the feasibility of these 
improvements within the committee and community rather than hiring an external 
hydraulics engineer.

Nutria Sighting Investigation Discussion

The group raised concerns about potential Nutria sightings in the village and suggested 
that the Education Committee investigate and determine whether Nutria or Muskrats are 
present. David shared observations from a resident, Rick Whitaker, who identified the 
animals as Nutria based on their swimming style and behavior. The group discussed the 
need for clear identification through pictures and agreed to consider creating a piece for 
the Bulletin to educate residents on what to do if Nutria are spotted. The group also 
mentioned reporting the sightings to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
due to the proximity to Canada.

Noxious Weeds and Property Maintenance

The committee discussed two main issues: noxious weeds and property maintenance. 
They identified several infestations of yellow iris and hemlock, with the golf course being 
the most affected. While there is no mandatory reporting requirement to Whatcom 
County, the committee agreed to be consistent in posting warning signs at infested 
areas. Regarding property maintenance, the committee decided to move forward with 
proposed language for the board to discuss, despite their attorney's lack of response. 
(Our current attorney is in the process of retiring) They emphasized the need for 
consistency in maintenance policies across the community, particularly for shoreline 
areas that are difficult to access.

Lake Vegetation and Car Washing

Bill and David discussed the removal of aquatic vegetation from a lake and the need for 
a graphic in the bulletin to illustrate property lines. They also talked about car washing 
and the importance of not allowing water to enter the storm drain system. Bill mentioned 
working on a message about car washing and potentially using some pictures to 
illustrate the impact of soap on waterways.



Goose Management Strategies Discussion

The group discussed strategies for managing goose populations, including education, 
automated sprinklers, and physical barriers like fences. It was noted that while geese 
are not a protected species, county assistance for culling is unlikely due to public 
opposition. Bill shared his experience with a previous culling program that was met with 
backlash, suggesting that objective measures and DNA analysis would be needed to 
justify such a step. He also mentioned temporary orange safety fences used to deter 
geese from landing in specific areas.

Goose Impact on Water Quality

The group discussed water quality issues, particularly focusing on goose populations 
and their impact on lake conditions. They agreed to establish baseline data on water 
quality metrics and goose populations, with plans to conduct both winter and summer 
counts. The discussion revealed that geese contribute approximately 2 pounds of 
phosphorus per year, and the group noted that while education about not feeding geese 
was important, regulations might be needed if education fails. They also discussed the 
need to gather historical data on goose populations and explore potential correlations 
between goose numbers and water quality indicators like phosphorus levels.

Vista Development Project Status Update

Bill discussed the status of Phase One of a Vista development project, noting that 
comments were provided but the deadline for appealing the SEPA determination had 
passed. Bill expressed concern that the developer had not responded to the comments, 
making it difficult to determine if the original concerns were addressed. They also 
discussed the potential impact of culvert replacement on water volume and jurisdictional 
issues between Blaine and Whatcom County. Bill suggested that the developer might be 
willing to improve stormwater infrastructure if required by the city, but noted that Blaine's 
requirements already exceed legal minimums.

Horizon Development and Boundary Considerations

Bill and David discussed the development activities around Horizon, including the work 
of excavators and the potential impact on drainage and density. They noted that Blaine 
is considering a swap of UGA and incorporated growth area designations to capture the 
Avista part, which could bring the city limit down to Birch Point Road. Bill suggested 
providing comments to the county about the potential rezone and mentioned the 
possibility of conflicts between Blaine and the city of Birch Bay over the area. David 
warned of early warning about municipal boundary fighting between Blaine and Birch 
Bay.

MOU Discussion and Follow-Up Plans



Bill and David discussed a pending reply to concerns, which Bill had already addressed 
on behalf of Birch Bay Village. They agreed to follow up with the planning director to 
ensure the concerns were on record. The group also mentioned a potential meeting with 
county staff to discuss an MOU and cost share, noting that the proposed 75-25 split 
might be adjusted to 50-50 due to additional requirements. 

Motion to adjourn by Betsy and 2nd by Karen

Meeting ended at 5:45

Minutes by Betsy Just and AI


