Birch Bay Village Committee Meeting 5/5/2025
Lakes, Ponds and Drainage Minutes
(4pm Via Zoom) and at the Clubhouse

Attending: BBVCC Staff/Officers:
Karen Anthony David Franklin

David Scheirman. Justine Brooks

Betsy Just Terry Sullivan

Jack Dyrland

Jon Hall

Bill Reilly

David Carpenter
Gwynne Briggs-ALT
Lowell Lorenz-ALT

Approval of the 4/7/2025 minutes made by David S. And 2nd by Betsy Just

Agenda Additions:

2025 WALPA Western Washington Lakes Workshop May 8

-Our own David Scheirman was invited and will be one of the 5 presenters at this conference.
The Theme will be “Waves to Engage” with the power of community engagement in lake
stewardship. This town hall style event will bring together experts from state and county
agencies, local lake communities and environmental consulting to discuss how individuals and
groups can actively participate in protecting and managing their lakes.

Old Business;

Biological Management Subcommittee

-The purpose of this committee is to monitor phosphorus levels, temperatures and fish
populations. Monitor bubblers, algae and treatment applications to control phosphorus and
plant growth.

-David S. Sent the committee his report on the Lakes and Ponds. It was discussed that overall
the results were good and Bill suggested that we have volunteers also take pictures once a
month to add to it. David S and Betsy volunteered to do this.

-Overall it seems the Lakes and Ponds have less visible algae and duckweeds this time of year
than the last 2 years. It probably helped that EutroSORB treatment was applied late last year
and it was still in the waters early spring.

-The Black UV blocker was added last month (We’ll ask Bobby for exact date). We usually
alway use the Bue dye because it is prettier and cost less. But the cost of the Black Dye has
come down and we are very happy with the better results. It seems to be doing a better job.
-Terry asked if we could take samples of Beaver Creek also. Bill said that would be hard for our
small group to track being the water is always moving and what is happening in communities
upstream would being very difficult to track. But a good question to consider.

-We have 23 total Bubblers in the lakes and ponds plus the fountain. We would like to have
those monitored once a month also. We know that 5 were not working last month. We believe
there are spare bubblers in maintenance but not sure how many. We will ask Bobby how many
and if the 5 were repaired (when he gets back from vacation)

Hydrologic Control Subcommittee

-The purpose is to Monitor is to monitor and manage inflow and outflow of lakes and ponds to
improve circulation and maintain optimal water levels. Conduct BBV drainage system mapping,
Maintenance and repair.

A. Thunderbird Lake Outflow- No new report- QEA and/or Cascade Shoreline Permit Required
B. Revise Thunderbird Pump Outlet-No new report



C. Cascade Engineering Services-We have met with them and are getting closer to hopefully
acquiring applications to replace the broken and outdated culverts throughout the village.
Hopefully within the next 6 months.

D. Logs in the Slough Options-Basically on hold. We have reached out to the County and Fish
and Wildlife and are trying to explore possibilities. But at this point nothing new to report.

Flooding Monitoring, Preparedness and Response Subcommittee

-The purpose of this committee is to inform BBV residents of potential flooding and educate
residents of preparation and response.

-Everyone agreed the plans that have we have in place so far have worked well. Thankfully we
did not have any major events this past year.

-It was discussed that there are many apps and websites available and we will continue to look
at to figure which are the easiest for residents and committee to use.

-It is time to put the pump away.

Education Subcommittee

-The purpose is to educate BBV residents and staff on Lakes, Ponds, Stormwater issues and
lakesides on proper procedures for maintenance.

-We received a letter from a resident suggesting that people not wash their cars in their
driveways and use local car wash businesses instead. While that is a great idea we could not
do that. But what we could do is an Education piece in a newsletter that gives tips on car
washing. Like washing your car on your lawn, products to use, using caution of where the
water is draining to, etc

Betsy will work on.

-We also received a letter from a resident about grass clippings left on common areas by BBV
maintenance. They were concerned the clippings are left to decay creating phosphorus and
drains into our lakes and ponds. Questioning why they are not removed for composting?

Vegetation Management
-The lakes committee workgroup has been working with our legal council to review and update
the language of lake water edges property lines and maintenance responsibilities.

Development Oversight

-The purpose of this Subcommittee is to coordinate with outside entities to insure BBV
interests are represented in development projects that drain into BBV.

-We have not heard from any development lately-Nothing new to report.

County/Lakes Subcommittee

-The purpose is to maintain contact with Whatcom County Stormwater Staff/BBWARM for
promotion of joint capital projects as per the BBV/Whatcom County MOU for cast sharing.
-Nothing new to report.

Motion to adjourn by Betsy and 2nd by David S.
Meeting ended 5:45pm



