
Birch Bay Village Committee Meeting 4/7/25 
Lakes, Drainage and Ponds Minute 

(4pm Zoom) and at Clubhouse 

Attending:              BBVCC Staff/Officers:                 Visitors:

Karen Anthony       David Franklin                              Dan Gibbons

David Scheirman   Bobby Hoffer

Betsy Just             Terry Sullivan

Jack Dyrland

Jon Hall 

Bill Reilly

David Carpenter

Gwynne Briggs-ALT

Lowell Lorenz-ALT


Approval of the 3/3/25 minutes motion made by David S. And  2nd by Karen


Old Business: 
ACC pending approval of building permit for property at 5416 Salish Rd.  
Permit has been approved. House foundation will be built to be raised to county 
permit standards. Berm will be built on the back of the property by Birch Bay 
Drive. 

 

Subcommittee Reports 
Biological Management Subcommittee 
-Test for phosphorus and oxygen temperatures, monitor fish populations

-Monitor for algae and chemical applications to control phosphorus and plant 
growth. 

**We are not sure how to approach the phosphorus testing. Should we send to 
lab? (Yes). Lowell and Bobby said they did it together in the past. There will be 
the procedure of how to do in the maintenance building. We will also get it on 
electronic format on the computer in the L&D file.

-Monitor aeration bubblers for proper functioning. Explore ways to decrease 
phosphorus introduction into lakes and ponds. 

**It was suggested that now is the time that all bubblers get cleaned out and 
maintained to ensure they are all working properly.

-David S and David C will be doing first condition report May 1st so we’ll have 
new legacy report. The plan is to have the report go from May to September of 
each year. 




Treatment of  Lakes and Ponds 
-Bobby plans to treat Thunderbird Lake Tuesday 4-8-25, Kwann Lake 
Wednesday 4-9-25 and the golf ponds 4-9-25 with EutroSORB. Sonar treatment 
will begin the beginning of May. The estimated weight of EutrSORB is about 
2,100 pounds.

**Bobby talked about that while we have a new boat and sprayer it is still hard to 
get the treatments in the bodies of water uniformly. Each pond takes one bag 
(nicknamed Slurry) When applied it looks like Pancake batter on the top before it 
settles.

**David F would like to communicate this information in a newsletter to educate 
the villagers that this process is not as easy as it seems. 


Hydrologic Control Subcommittee 
-Monitor and manage the inflow and outlet of lakes and ponds to improve 
circulation and maintain optimal water levels. 

** What is the perfect levels of the lakes and ponds? We can do our best but it is 
ultimately up to Mother Nature. 

-Conduct BBV drainage system mapping, maintenance and repair. 

Here are a few projects we are looking into: 
**A. Thunderbird Lake Outlet. QEA or Cascade can do. A Shoreline Permit is 
required. 

**B. Revise Thunderbird Pump Outlet

**C. We met recently with Cascade Engineering Services on doing some of our 
projects. But time is running out and we are pushing to get applications through. 

**D. Logs in Rogers Slough. We Talked about ways to stabilize logs in slough 
areas or remove them from the channel. We are very disappointed that last 
summer the County took out and away a lot of logs from the slough for us. But 
shortly after a big storm brought just as many back in. We would like to have a 
conversation with the County about his concern. The County has expressed that 
next time they we NOT chip them up for us again. Too much damage was done 
to their equipment from rocks and shells. 

**E. Improve slough for habitat and water flow. Make additional channels for flow 
and habitat. 


Flood Monitoring, Preparation and Response Committee 
-Ways to inform BBV residents of potential flooding. Ways to Educate residents 
on preparation and response.

-Coordinate operation of mobile pump and train volunteers on pump operations. 
It was decided that we can put the pump away for the summer that is currently 
at the lower gate

-Have sandbags ready for residents that may want to use them. 




-We talked about the last few years this plan has worked well and we’ll continue 
to do. Karen worked hard on the details and asked that someone else take over 
as she will be stepping down by next winter. 


Education Subcommittee 
-Educate BBV residents and staff on lakes, ponds and stormwater issues.

-Monitor weeds in lakes and ponds and evaluate lakeside residents on proper 
procedures for waterside maintenance. We plan to modify the language on the 
BBV maps as some property lines are unclear. If lakeside properties owners wish 
to maintenance their own properties it is encouraged but not BBBV liability. 

** David S was approached by a landscape company (because he’s on the 
“Lakes” committee) that was hired by a resident to clean up his lakeside 
property lot. He wanted to know how he should clean up the shoreline and what 
plants he could plant. Jon had contacted the County and found there are not 
really any written guidelines for Whatcom County. He found some for 
Snohomish and Ling County but not Whatcom County. 


Development Oversight Subcommitte 
-Coordinate with outside entities to insure BBV interests are represented in 
development projects that drain into BBV

-No report on this yet.


County/Lakes Subcommittee 
-Maintain contact with Whatcom County Stormwater Staff/BBWARM MOU for 
cost sharing. No report on this yet

-Community Based Public Private Partnership Program. No report on this yet. 


Motion at adjourn made by Jon and 2nd by Betsy. 

Meeting ended at 5:25pm.



