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Having been a  Birch Bay Village community member as a tenant, owner, Realtor, Board member, Committee member and enthusiastic 
supporter for 28 years I’ve had the opportunity to meet and get to know countless friends and neighbors. After living at 7 different ad-
dresses in almost every corner of the Village (My wife Rose and I joke facetiously that it is gated, and we can’t get out), a consistent opin-
ion I have encountered over the years: almost everyone agrees that what draws people to our unique community is the incredible natural 
beauty coupled with our generous list of amenities. Yes, the friendships and neighborly attitude rank at the top as well, but they are not 
recognized until one spends time living here. And those positive social interactions are possible in nearly any community given the right 
mix of good folks; we just happen to have an awful lot of them which is why I’m writing this. The strife regarding the budget vote, marina 
repair etc. has resulted in an undercurrent of division between some members, neighbors, and the occasional friend.  I have enough of my 
own opinions on these things to spur a healthy debate. But I am most interested now in moving forward while hopefully providing some 
financial context. 

I did some research to assess what level of additional value our amenities package returns to us as Birch Bay Village property owners. In 
this relatively simple exercise, I took 2 similar gated communities in Birch Bay, one with a full suite of amenities & another without. Both 
have beautiful homes, safe streets, and similarly-sized lots. Both are made up of good people. If you haven’t guessed, I chose Birch Bay 
Village and Sea Links at Birch Bay. The research criteria were intended to group the core of each community by excluding the highest-
priced properties and the lowest-priced that were sold over the last 5 years, getting as close as possible to a fair comparison.   

The parameters used included homes built between 1980-2015, measuring 1500-2500 sq. ft., that sold between $350,000-750,000.  Using 
historical Multiple Listing Service data, the results were as follows:  

 

 

 

 

(RESULT: Birch Bay Village homes sold for 13% more per square foot). Further, the average home sale price was also  higher for Birch Bay 
Village, coming in at $503,000 and Sea Links at $460,000. Thus, Village homes enjoy a 9% premium.  

While not as scientific as I would like, I believe this is the first study that attempts to prove the actual worth of our combined Common Ar-
ea assets of Security, Marina, clubhouse, rec center, golf course, parks and more in relation to our own properties.  

While it is difficult to assign a quantitative measure for “Quality of life”, I feel confident we would score very high here, as well.  A count-
less number of my clients chose Birch Bay Village specifically because of its extraordinary amenities. Some were golfers, some were boat-
ers, and many were simply seeking a friendly safe place to call home. Some may have had no interest in swinging a club or mooring a boat 
but recognized that the benefit it brought to others was also an asset to them. I am a terrible golfer and an indecisive boater at best. But I 
recognize the opportunity to one day use these amenities is valuable to have waiting should I decide to use them. And I appreciate that 
when one decides to sell, their Village property may very well attract a boater or golfer, a pickleball player or even all 3.  My point is, the 
commonly-held assets that make up our community have tangible value. The discourse that can sometimes arise about how to maintain, 
improve, or add to them cannot be allowed to erode those things that brought each of us here to begin with. Board members, Committee 
members and even Managers will come and go over time. It is in the interest of each property owner to thoughtfully choose people to rep-
resent you who will protect your investment, while also fostering and strengthening our sense of community.  My biggest wish is that, 
moving forward, more people will take a greater interest in community governance and get involved…whether that means attending 
meetings, volunteering for committee roles or even considering the often-thankless role of being a Board member.  Effective communica-
tion is always key. Not knowing first-hand what decisions are being made - and why - often leads to the spread of misinformation, and in 
turn, strife. 

I, for one, was concerned about the first ever Village Assessment. But I would be even more concerned if one of our most desirable and 
truly valuable assets was left to deteriorate, whether I am personally making use of it or not. 

May you encounter fair winds and a following sea! 

Birch Bay Village Homes Sea Links Homes 

$267/Sq. Ft. $236/Sq. Ft 

THE VALUE OF AMENITIES 

By Mike Kent 
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STAFF DIRECTORY 

OFFICE STAFF  
Email: contactus@bbvcc.com 
Phone: (360)371-7744, option 1 
 

• Rick Tanner, General Manager: rick@bbvcc.com 

• Debbie Johnson, Assistant GM: debbie@bbvcc.com 

• Patrick Heaviside, Asst. Harbormaster: patrick@bbvcc.com 

• Lindy Hatton, Office Administration: lindy@bbvcc.com 

• Karie Totten, Office Administration: karie@bbvcc.com 
 

GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE STAFF 
Email: maintenance@bbvcc.com 
Phone: (360)371-7744, option 6 
 

• Steve Brand, Golf Superintendent 

• Ryan Alexander, Assistant Greenskeeper 

 

MAINTENANCE STAFF 
Email: maintenance@bbvcc.com 
Phone: (360)371-7744, option 6 
 

• Bobby Hoffer, Maintenance Supervisor: bobby@bbvcc.com 

• Brian Nelson, Assistant Maintenance Supervisor 

• Eric Ogden, Maintenance Worker 

 

REC CENTER STAFF  
Email: golf@bbvcc.com 
Phone: (360)371-7744, option 5 
 

• Krista Templeton, Recreation Supervisor: krista@bbvcc.com 

• Mark Steele, Weekend Supervisor 

• Zane Rector, Golf Instructor 

• Karie Totten, Rec Center Attendant  

 

SECURITY STAFF 
Email: security@bbvcc.com 
Phone: (360)371-7744, option 2 (front gate), option 99 (patrol) 

COMPLIANCE PATROL 
 
 

 

GATE OPERATIONS 

• Jimmy Gattis, Gate Operations Coordinator  

• Tommy C. • Sanjay D. 

• James D. • Trevor W. 

• Bill Beckett, Compliance Patrol Coordinator  

• Al A.  • Russ R.  

• John P.   

Additional Perspective 
Provided by Mike Kent 

 

“Architectural Digest”  as a leader in the Real Estate world recognizes the tremendous 
value a Marina provides…to quote…“Developments with marinas offer a myriad of 
perks”, according to Edward de Mallet Morgan, a partner at Knight Frank, a global real 
estate consultancy based in London. He describes marinas as  “sexy” and “exclusive.” 
“They’re a perfect addition to beachfront living because you have the world of boating 
open to you and easy access to the water,” he says. “A marina also increases the value 
of your property.” 
 

Best of all, de Mallett Morgan points out that in some destinations you can get to where 
you need to go by boat and leave directly from where you live. “It’s a journey that you’re 
going to enjoy every bit of the way,” he says. 
 

When you add the documented endorsements to these facts: Not maintaining our mari-
na to a high standard would without a doubt undermine our home values in Birch Bay 
Village. 
 

There are very few places on the West Coast in particular remaining where even a very 
small marina can be constructed much less a 250 slip marina with water, power, guest 
moorage, gated security and exceptional weather protection. 
 

The waiting lists for moorage in many existing public marinas in our region is long with 
no additional moorage slips being planned.  
 

The closest marina expansion opportunity is the second phase of the Semiahmoo Mari-
na which is not currently on the market as we are working through years of regulatory 
procedures. Once completed the moorage prices will surely eclipse any existing rates 
and the primary purpose of adding the marina expansion would be to add greater value 
to the homes planned on the land abutting. The same reason golf courses are built in 
developments today, not to reap the profits from rounds of golf but instead to create 
higher prices for the homes built around the courses. 
 

Our marina is ideally positioned for direct and easy access off the mainland to both the 
San Juans (Salish Sea) and Canadian Gulf Islands.  
 

Our crabbing is incredibly accessible because our private marina sits on the edge of the 
most productive Dungeness fishing grounds. 
 

Our marina entry, extended channel and orientation to weather flow conditions makes 
BBV Marina one of best designed and safest Marinas for watercraft year round.  
 

Our Marina is owned by the membership as fee simple land meaning no leases or 3 rd 
part influences to interfere with access and we control our own usage rates.  
 

Upon completion of the dock rebuild we will have one of the newest and up to date 
facilities available …ONLY to the fortunate property owners of BBV. 
 

This is an extremely exclusive amenity with less than 2% of coastal developments having 
their own marina. 
 

Many purchasers in BBV chose our community primarily because of the marina which 
has driven values upward whereby even during real estate downturns we fair better 
than other communities. Our marina is our “Ace in the Hole” because it’s ours. 
 

When you offer a marina you draw boaters from a much larger geographic area further 
supporting home values for all who have access to it’s use. 
 

We are at the doorstep to what many mariners consider to be some of the best cruising 
on the planet with countless islands, passages, bays, coves and world class destinations 
in close proximity. Maintaining this irreplaceable amenity is crucial to retaining the add-
ed value our homes currently enjoy and benefitting from increasing values into the fu-
ture as boaters options continue to shrink and they are prepared to pay more to live 
where moorage access is available. 

  

BBV OFFICE HOURS 
 

M-F 9am-4pm 

Closed on Weekends 

mailto:contactus@bbvcc.com
mailto:rick@bbvcc.com
mailto:debbie@bbvcc.com
mailto:patrick@bbvcc.com
mailto:lindy@bbvcc.com
mailto:karie@bbvcc.com
mailto:maintenance@bbvcc.com
mailto:maintenance@bbvcc.com
mailto:bobby@bbvcc.com
mailto:golf@bbvcc.com
mailto:krista@bbvcc.com
mailto:security@bbvcc.com


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 

• Buildings & Grounds – February 1, 7pm  

• Lakes & Drainage – February 6, 7pm 

• Golf – February 7, 3pm 

• ACC – February 7, 7pm 

• Marina – February 14, 7pm 

• Safety & Security – February 21, 7pm  
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• Ratify decisions made in executive session 

• Amended Agenda to include Horizon under Lakes & Drainage 

• Approved BOD Minutes of 12-15-2022, and special called meeting 
minutes of 01-9-2023 

• Approved ACC Minutes of 01-3-2023  

• Approved Building & Grounds Minutes of 12-22-22 and 01-07-2023 

• Approved appointment of new Communications Committee Member, 
Laura Hudgins (pending a submission of written letter of intent to serve 
on committee) 

• Approved Golf Minutes of 11-01-2022 

• Approved new electronic sign for front gate not to exceed $8000 in 
Cost 

 

 

There will be two (2) open positions for the Board of Directors to be elected at the 
Annual Meeting held on June 2, 2023.  All positions are for 3-year terms.  Per the 
BBV By-Laws 5.1.4 item (B): 

Between the fifteenth (15th) day of February and the fifteenth (15th) day of 

March, at five P.M. (5:00 P.M.), inclusive, any voting Member in good stand-

ing and having been a member for not less than one (1) year may file with 

the Election Committee a statement of his/her candidacy for election as a 

director of the Club for the term beginning immediately following the annual 

meeting of the Club held after the filing of the such statement. Each candi-

date shall be required to submit a biographical statement, including any facts 

that might be considered a conflict of interest, and a statement of objectives. 

Said statements shall be subject to verification by the Election Committee. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE (ACC) 
Email:  Debbie@bbvcc.com 
Current Members: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Email:  rbalf1@gmail.com 

Current Members: 

• Ruth Balf, Chair • Caprice Pine 

• Kirk Martin, Vice Chair • Dann Mead Smith 

• Maj Nelson, Secretary  

• Marion Harmon, Chair • Michael Stringam 

• Llew Johnson • Bev Franklin 

• Rich Santi • Harry Shearer 

• Buildings & Grounds • Marina  

• Communications • Safety & Security 

CALL FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 The following committees have openings: 

 

 
 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please send 

letter of interest to manager@bbvcc.com 

BBVCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Ernie Hutchins, President • Randy Ambuehl 

• Harry Shearer, Vice President • Dave Owen 

• Bev Franklin, Secretary • Terry Sullivan 

• Sandy Zeitel, Treasurer  

Email:  bbvboard@bbvcc.com 
Current Members: 
 

FEBRUARY BOARD MEETINGS 

• Board Workshop—February 8 at 5pm 

• Board Meeting—February 16 at 7pm 

ALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE STILL  

BEING HELD VIA ZOOM: 

Meeting ID: 88586569122 
Password: 8055 

Phone In 1-253-215-8782  

FROM THE BBV ELECTION COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 01/19/2023 

ACC AGENDA 

OLD BUSINESS: 
A. 128155 – 8162 Sehome Rd – Tree Removal  
B. 130990 – 8212 Sehome Road – Shed  
C. 136308 – 8240 Comox Rd – Fence  
D. 136034 – 8153 Comox Road – Gazebo  
E. 143317 – 5611 Chehalis—Shed  
F. 150662 - 5403 Salish Rd - New Home  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. 161175 - 8050 Nitinat Way - Tree Removal 
B. 161176 - 8026 Kayak Way - Minor Project - Concrete Driveway 
C. 161237 - 5514 Salish Rd - Shed 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

6-Lakes & Drainage 7PM 

7-Golf 3PM 

7-ACC 7PM 

14-Marina 7PM 

21-Safety & Security 

mailto:debbie@bbvcc.com
mailto:rbalf1@gmail.com
mailto:manager@bbvcc.com
mailto:bbvboard@bbvcc.com
https://zoom.us/join
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Welcome to the COMPLIANCE CORNER 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Email:  communications@bbvcc.com 
Current Members: 

 
GOLF COMMITTEE 
Email:  krista@bbvcc.com 
Current Members: 

LAKES & DRAINAGE COMMITTEE 

Email:  lakes@bbvcc.com  
Current Members: 

MARINA 
Email:  patrick@bbvcc.com 

Current Members: 
SAFETY & SECURITY 
Email:  contactus@bbvcc.com 

• Mary Santi, Chair • Maureen Server, Secretary 

• Bob Oram, Chair • Dori O’Dell 

• Steve Franklin, Co-Chair • Dave Schwab 

• Leslie Feaster • Don Shank 

• Jennifer Hendry • Elizabeth Wilbrecht 

• Bill Reilly, Chair • Mark Hodges 

• Karen Anthony, Vice Chair • Lowell Lorenz 

• Betsy Just, Recorder • David Scheirman 

• Ken Hecker  

• Rick Whitaker, Chair • Llew Johnson 

• Kevin Anthony, Scribe • David Luton 

• Rob Booth • John Stone 

• Ken Davidson  

• Susan Scheirman, Chair • Jerry Betzer 

• Lorraine Day, Secretary • Bryan VanderYacht 

Hello everybody! This is Bill, your BBVCC Compliance Officer and I wish to take this time 
to introduce our newest program. A targeted compliance issue of the month. Meant to 
be a participant driven project to avoid notices, warnings, and potential fines of enforce-
ment. Not that other compliance issues will not be observed and enforced, we will be 
observing and dealing with those as normal. 
 
We all wish for a pleasant, clean, comfortable and safe environment to live in. To that 
end and moving forward, Security Compliance will be requesting the BBVCC community 
at large to assist in a targeted issue of the month, each month. 
 
In this, our initial (Feb 2023), Compliance Corner Monthly Project or CCMP, we have cho-
sen a very nice lead-in for our upcoming Spring. That being a General Cleanup of your 
outside yard and entry areas to get in order. 
 
If you would kindly find time this month (Feb 2023), to pick up and dispose or otherwise 
remove and/or store items elsewhere that may be broken or unused and that are not 
necessary or wish to be out in the public eye. Additionally, please properly remove and 
discard trash, i.e., cardboard, boxes of items or equally distressed items that are clearly 
meant to be disposed of. A general follow-up sweeping or hosing down of these areas 
may be prudent as well. 
 
I thank you in advance for your willing participation in keeping our community clean and 
up to our/your expected standards. 
 
Thank You, 
William “Bill” Beckett 
BBVCC Security Compliance Officer 

COMPLIANCE REPORT 

 BBVCC GENERAL RULES & REGULATIONS  

CHANGES / UPDATES MADE IN 2022 

 

Date of Change Section Subject Revise/Add/Delete 

08-18-2022 1.2 
Management & 
Personnel 

Changed (removed 
from 1.2) 

10-20-2022 10.3.1 
Hostile Work Envi-
ronment 

Addition of 10.3.1 
 

10-20-2022 4.11 Community Events Addition of 4.11 

11-17-2022 8.6 
Vacant Lot Mainte-
nance 

Change 

12-15-2022 1.4 Definitions 
Added Parking Strip, 
Easement, Regularly 
parked, Vehicles 

12-15-2022 2.6 General Addition of 2.6 

12-15-2022 
6.1/6.1.1/6.1.2
/6.1.3/6.1.4 

Vehicle Storage/
Parking 

Change/Additions 

12-15-2022 10.6 Trespassing 
Addition to include 
parking Strips 

Visit the bbvcc.com website for a complete version of the 
General Rules & Regulations. 

JANUARY 2023 

Marina Moorage Issue 1 

Disorderly Conduct 1 

mailto:communications@bbvcc.com
mailto:krista@bbvcc.com
mailto:lakes@bbvcc.com
mailto:patrick@bbvcc.com
mailto:contactus@bbvcc.com
https://bbvcc.com/
https://bbvcc.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/General-Rules-and-Regulations_Updated-12-15-2022.docx
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

Those That Show Up 
In a recent meeting with the Board of Directors and our new Attorney Philip Buri, he 
thanked them for their serve to the community. Philip also serves his HOA as their 
current Board President, so he understands the sacrifice. Philip went on to say some-
thing that struck a chord with me. “Communities are run by those that show up.”  

Like many other communities, Birch Bay Village has had elections with just one candi-
date running for an open seat. There are also times when a board seat becomes open 
and the Board must appoint a candidate to fill the remainder of that term. Again, 
there may only be one option and sometimes there are none. It is not unusual for 
seats to remain open for lack of candidates.  

Committees also struggle for volunteers to keep the work evenly spread out. With too 
few volunteers, you risk burning out those you do have. 

So, what’s my point here? Knowing that communities are run by those that show up, 
it’s importing to every villager to support the process, and if you can’t be one of those 
volunteering today, consider it in the future. Above all, try to recognize and apricate all 
the time and effort being put in by your neighbors on your behalf.  

Being a Board member is a difficult job, I won’t sugar coat that. You are asked to check 
your homeowner hat at the door and put on your ‘Director of a multimillion-dollar 
corporation’ hat. You must make decisions that are in the best interest of the corpora-
tion/community, even if that decision may not favor you as an individual homeowner.  

While that may sound simple, it takes a tremendous amount of time and effort. Addi-
tionally, putting aside what is in your best interest for that of the community is a big 
ask, but that is exactly what you are called upon to do. Not most of the time but every 
time.  

Rick Tanner 
General Manager 

 

BBV LAKES & DRAINAGE COMMITTEE 

Recent flood events 
Every flood seems to present different challenges. All coastal flooding is composed of 
four components: the amount of rainfall, the level of the tides, the wind influencing the 
tidal heights, and barometric pressure.  It may be useful for residents to understand and 
compare differences between the recent flooding we had on Tuesday Dec. 27, 2022 and 
the November 14-16 floods of 2021.  
 
In 2021, the flood cause was likely about 80% from rainfall (5-6 inches over 48 hours). 
Rainfall from this event was near or exceeding a 100-year probability.  The other 20% 
was attributable to wind (pushing the tidal influx in Birch Bay from the prevailing SSW 
direction). The tide was fairly normal but higher than the predicted level due to the influ-
ence of the wind (50 mph). Barometric pressure was only slightly low and was a minor 
contributor to that flood.  
 
The 12/27/22  flood, however, was quite the opposite. The rainfall was only about an 
inch.  Just days earlier, there was a significant snow pack within the Village but most was 
melted by the time the flooding occurred.  The predicted tidal levels for the week were 
all high but they did not cause an issue until 12/27/22 when a record low barometric 
pressure occurred. So this flood was likely 90% caused by the low barometric pressure 
with the residual being from wind and rain. While not the record, the actual tidal eleva-
tion of 12.54 feet was second only to the height of 12.84 feet reached in 1982.  Records 
for barometric pressure in our area show this was the lowest in the last 50 years. 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  

SURVEY 

The new Building and Grounds Committee was formed 
to assist the Birch Bay Village board with making major 
Village replacement decisions, focusing on the bigger 

picture and strategic director for the Village grounds and 
buildings.  The Committee will be key in creating the 

strategic vision/plan and assisting the board in identify-
ing recourses to implement needed improvements and 

upgrades around the Village. 

Some of our ideas were incorporated into the current 
and 2023 budget including the planned restroom re-
placement at the Marina and the new plans for land-

scaping and resurfacing of the sport courts. 

 In order to learn more about who lives in the Village, 
your usage and future needs, we hope you will fill out 

this anonymous survey so we can incorporate your ideas 
into future planning. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GSWR7M 

During the January 19, 2023 BOD Meeting the Board of 
Directors approved an electronic sign to replace the cur-
rent Reader Board at the front gate.  This change will al-
low us to communicate the most up to date information in 
a timely manner. 
Below is a sneak peak of what the new sign is expected to 
look like.  

NEW ELECTRONIC SIGN  

FOR FRONT GATE 

Dimensions  
in inches 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GSWR7M
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BBV LAKES & DRAINAGE COMMITTEE  (Continued from page 6) 

 

 

 
 
What BBV Lakes and Drainage Committee is doing about flooding and drainage 
When it comes to weather-based activity, Mother Nature will always win but we can do our best to understand where and when we are most vulnera-
ble. We will continue doing the best we can to aid our fellow neighbors. 
  
We have established a text and email group to alert neighbors on lower Salish Rd. of flooding events.  One group is for neighbors that are “at home” and 
another “FYI group” for those that many be out of town, or just want to know what is happening.  If you are interested in being added to either of these 
groups please email Lakes@bbvcc.com with your name, phone number, email and which group you prefer to be on, (At home, or FYI group) 
  
An interesting educational You Tube presentation by NOAA, link is attached. It breaks down components that contribute to high tides, storm surge and 
speaks to various modeling systems that aid in tide and storm prediction.  It also comments on the 12/27/22 event that affected our Village.  This is availa-
ble for viewing in a recorded training session: https://youtu.be/1H1MMYVCXu4 
On January 18, 2023  Committee Chair Bill Reilly gave an educational presentation for BBVCC at the Community Club. It focused on the characteristics of 
the county-maintained drainage ditches and culverts behind the backyards of lower Salish Rd. He also reviewed and suggested potential modifications to 
the county’s culvert system and spoke to future improvements BBVCC can make to 
improve its’ drainage system.  He spoke to a multi-step proposed plan that could im-
prove drainage throughout the complete village, including both the Beaver Pond wa-
ter pathways and drainage pipes along lower Salish Rd. The approved BBVCC budget 
for 2023 includes some funding for 2 of those projects that would improve drainage 
along Lower Salish Rd.  This would include: 
 

1.  A manually-controlled outlet at the northeast corner of Kwann Lake into Rog-
ers Slough.  This would allow the controlled release of water to lower Kwann 
Lake levels as it receives input during high rainfall events.  

2.  A new drainage pipe between the south ditch along Birch Point Road, and            
         Kwann Lake. This project would be permit-dependent. 

  
Lakes & Ponds water quality update:  
To better understand the current water chemistry in our lakes and ponds, at the De-
cember Lakes and Drainage Committee meeting it was recommended that BBVCC 
seek professional/outside services to take water-quality and sedimentation sampling, 
and arrange testing at a certified Lab.  
This field activity was conducted on 1/10/23. Prior/legacy test locations were used so we can 
compare current information to older data from the Institute of Watershed Studies’ program 
several years ago. 
 
Potential link between BBV Carp population & summer algae  
A current focus is preventing the emergence of algal blooms on Thunderbird and Kwann Lakes 
which can occur when the weather begins to warm. With outside expert input, we’ve learned 
that the phosphate-rich, nutrient substances on the floors of our lakes can encourage the 
growth of algae when they are disturbed, and allowed to rise into the water column.  We still 
need a better understanding of the role that our relatively large population of Asian grass carp, 
first introduced here in 2008 to control pondweeds, is playing in this activity now that their 
preferred/natural food source has been practically eliminated. We need to know how their 
constant feeding activity may be contributing to the apparent resulting increase in phytoplank-
ton that can encourage algae growth, as they seek sustenance beyond what was once their 
natural/preferred diet of pondweeds like hydrilla, milfoil and duckweed, which has now been 
practically eliminated. 
  
If it is advised to reduce the population of Grass Carp, as we think it will be, we will consider 
ways to remove some of these fish from the lakes.  Some methods used at other area lakes 
have included electrically stunning the fish, gill-netting, or the use of bow and arrow. Another 
option might include a fishing derby. Considerations for how this could be managed (with lim-
ited public access to the BBV lake shorelines) will need to be addressed.    
   https://americancarpsociety.com/intro-to-carp-angling 

mailto:Lakes@bbvcc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F1H1MMYVCXu4&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4c0cb6809dff43a8de6708dafd66bf48%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638100914983570496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famericancarpsociety.com%2Fintro-to-carp-angling&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4c0cb6809dff43a8de6708dafd66bf48%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638100914983570496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo
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Grounds Committee had a chance to catch our collective breath over December and January. Our Hibernation however is ending soon. 
 
Wintery, sunny days in February you might now see a BBV member volunteer pruning a 
leafless shrub, marking out garden edges for Spring planting and checking eagerly for 
signs of sprouting flower seeds we scattered in the late Fall. 
 
And good news! California poppy, Yarrow and Rudbeckia ( Black Eyed Susans ) seed-
lings, all native plants, are popping up near the Clubhouse entrance. Signs of Spring 
bulbs should be visible in the next few weeks. Our bulb choices were guided by our vol-
unteers who shared their experience about which bulbs are not tasty to rabbits, a con-
sideration for all BBV gardens. 
 
Big jobs on our Spring to do list: moving more large rocks into place, improving the 
soil on the Pool House berm before adding hardy plants there. Certain grasses, bulbs, 
and hardy coastal or mountain plants will flourish best. 
 
More plants like Spring planted lavender will go in now that most of the weeds are dug! A BIG thank you to Randy Ambuehl! Words fail us at 
your mighty weed removing prowess. Also thanks to all the volunteers too many to list, that planted, weeded and carried rocks into place. 
Grounds will reward you with….more jobs! And maybe free cookies. 
 
Added to our already big project, Grounds offered a solution to the clubhouse patio wind break…a new garden on the south east side of the 
Clubhouse replacing lawn grass that needs watering all summer. 
 
This garden should offer wind protection so members can enjoy sitting on the patio more in summer but not make the patio area too dark. A 
variety of plants working as a community has a better chance of survival in this micro climate area. 

We think this new garden will be refreshing, attractive, and uniquely BBV. It is also much, much less costly and less maintenance intensive 
than the many hardscape blinds, panels etc. that were researched. If at some point an affordable and easier care hardscape solution to wind 
screening the clubhouse patio is found, it could be installed and the garden would remain as a beautiful view from the clubhouse patio 
blocking the not so beautiful view of parked cars. 
 

As the saying goes: Many hands make light work. 
THANK YOU GARDEN VOLUNTEERS 

May your backs stay strong and your gardens rabbit free. 
 

Our “Garden Parties” are open to anyone who wants to help. 
To be added to the Garden volunteer call list contact 

Ruth: (206) 919-8434 or rbalf1@gmail.com 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

mailto:rbalf1@gmail.com
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DOCK CAPTAIN’S LOCKER 

 

 

AGAIN. 
 
It happened again!  Another vessel sunk while docked.  This sinking occurred during the end-of-year holiday period.  By my count, 8 vessels have sunk within 
the BBV Marina during the past three years...all while docked!  Think your vessel is safe while docked?  Think again. 
 

For each of these sinkings the owner has said: “The bilge pump failed”.  This statement, however, is akin to stating that the cause of a person’s death is that 
their heart stopped without also stating the cause for stoppage: drug overdose, bled out from bullet wound, etc.  So, what are causes of bilge pump failure?  
First, let’s examine that common refrain; it rained too much.   
 

Yes, rain happens, but unless there’s been a deluge of biblical proportions, it has never rained enough to 
sink a vessel that wasn’t already otherwise impaired:   

• scuppers clogged,  

• debris-cluttered bilge, resulting in a clogged bilge pump, 

• ill-fitting cover pooled water to the inside the vessel rather than directing it overboard, 

• the weight of pooled water lowered the freeboard a few inches, so that through-hulls 
started to take on water (ice/fish-box drains, seawater intake to the head without an anti-
siphon loop, bilge pump discharge hose without an anti-siphon loop to prevent water flow-
ing back into the bilge if the discharge port is submerged, seacocks left open, etc.), 

• transom-mounted outboards so large and heavy that wind-driven waves lapped water over 
the gunnel. 

 

If it isn’t raining, why does a bilge pump fail?  Bilge pumps can be overwhelmed (and then electri-
cally shorted-out) by water entering via:  

• split cooling hose, 

• Hose clamp rusted out and falls off, hose separates from fitting, 

• A damaged stuffing box, 

• split stern-drive bellows (inside the gimbal housing; one each for the shift cable, 
exhaust hose, and U-joint). 

 

Notice, not mentioned above is hull damage.  This because none of the vessels sunk within the BBV 
Marina had hull damage. 
 

So, what can be done to reduce the number of sinkings?  First and foremost, don’t leave your boat 
alone too long.  Drop by and inspect your vessel frequently, especially during the rainy season.  
Seagulls like to use decks to crack open mussel shells; the shell fragments plug deck and cockpit 
drains.  During the rainy season plan weekly cleaning of drains.  
 

Secondly, keep track of your bilge pump.  Add a bilge-pump counter to keep track of what your 
pump’s been doing while you were away.  A basic counter that registers on/off cycles has a cost of 
about $120 (Fisheries Supply).  Reset the counter to zero when you leave the boat, and when you get 
back you can see how many times the pump ran.  Maybe your boat is leaking like a sieve, but the pump’s 
taken care of it so far…without a counter you won’t know it.   
 

Install a bilge alarm to warn when the water level is rising.  Pick one with an eardrum-piercing scream that 
will inspire your marina neighbors to take action.  About $210 (Fisheries Supply), 103dB (to be heard over 
engine noise, and from a distance from outside the boat at the dock).  Powered by two 9v batteries (much 
like a smoke alarm in your house). 
 

Keep your contact information up to date.  The Village provides a contact card to be placed aboard your 
vessel (in a spot visible from the finger walkway). 
 

May you encounter fair winds and a following sea! 
 
-Llew Johnson, Marina Committee Member 
 
P.S. - Moorage, launch, storage, and trailer renewal-decals are available from the Harbor Master.  
 Installation deadline is March 31. 

MARINA DOCK CAPTAINS 

 

Thank you to our volunteer Dock Captains!   

Our Dock Captains are knowledgeable mari-

ners that frequent “their” dock and are willing 

to say something if they see something awry.  

• Dave Wilbrecht, A Dock • Llew Johnson, Boat 

Launch & Boat/Trailer 

Parking • Peter Kelly, B Dock 

• Ralph Falk, C Dock 
• Mathue Totten, Gas 

Dock/Guest Dock • Ken Davidson, D Dock 
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CLUBHOUSE CLUBS 

Coffee Group: Tuesday/Thursday 8-10am 

Adult Card Night : 2nd & 4th Sundays @ 
6pm-8pm 

Mahjong meets every Monday  

at 10:15.     

For more info call Judie. 

360-319-2828.  

 

 

REC CENTER 

NEW HOURS 

Saturday—Sunday 10am—5pm 
* Without customers, will close early 

Tuesday—Friday 9am—4pm 
CLOSED MONDAYS 

 

What can you do  

at the Rec Center? 

• Watch sporting events (Kraken, Sea-
hawks, College Basketball, & more!) 

• Hang out with friends 
• Hold a meeting 
• Grab a bite to eat 
• Have a cup of coffee or hot chocolate  
• Just get out of the house! 
 

Call or stop in! 

8169 Cowichan Road 

Blaine, WA  98230 

(360) 371-2026 
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The BBV Golf Club  
Promotes an organized golfing environment created in the spirit of the game, open to men 
and women of all experience and skill levels. 

 

The Golf Club is a member-managed club registered as a Washington state non-profit 
organization. We are always looking for new members to join us in the many events the 
club offers. Membership is only $25 for 2023 and entitles you to voting privileges, league 
memberships, and seasonal dinner events.   

 

The Golf Club and Leagues have wound down for this year’s golf season as winter is upon us. However, weather per-
mitting, there are several men who like to play year-round and will be out there on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 
am. If you would like to join them, just show up at the Rec Center around 9:30am on those days and they’ll get you 
paired up with others to play. 

The Club Executive is very happy to have a volunteer come forward to serve as Treasurer for 2023. However, we are 
still in need of a Social Events Committee liaison. If you think you would like to help the Club support the many mem-
bers and events, please email Bill Duncan (President, Golf Club; president@bbvgolfclub.com). 

 

Golf Club Executive Committee 

 

President: Bill Duncan (president@bbvgolfclub.com) 

Vice President: Rod O’Dell (vice.president@bbvgolfclub.com) 

Treasurer: Jim Paradis (treasurer@bbvgolfclub.com) 

Secretary: Al Beebe (secretary@bbvgolfclub.com) 

Rich Semenik (Fundraisers) (fundraising@bbvgolfclub.com) 

Bob Simpson (Handicaps) (handicaps@bbvgolfclub.com) 

 
Golf Club Leagues 

 
Club Life: Meet other Village golfers, new and experienced, and enjoy our beautiful golf course.  Leagues include the 
Women’s League, Men’s League (18-hole or 9-hole groups), Tuesday Money League, Friday Night Fun League, and 
Scramble League. As mentioned above, only a couple of the Leagues attempt to continue year-round, depending on 
the weather. The Leagues and start times (beginning October 1st) are: 

 
Tuesday Money League: Tuesdays at 10am. 

Men’s League: Thursdays at 10am (18-hole) or 11:30am (9-hole). 

 

To learn more about the Golf Club and Leagues go to: www.bbvgolfclub.com. If you have any questions about the 
club, please send email to info@bbvgolfclub.com and someone will get back to you. 

 
 

Remember: Out of bounds on the golf 

course is private property! 

Do not trespass on private property 

to find or hit your out-of-bounds ball! 

https://d.docs.live.net/2c80bc12e7d2af5d/Documents/Golf/BBVGC/Bulletins/president@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/president@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/vice.president@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/treasurer@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/secretary@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/fundraising@bbvgolfclub.com
file:///C:/Users/krist/OneDrive/Desktop/handicaps@bbvgolfclub.com
http://www.bbvgolfclub.com
mailto:info@bbvgolfclub.com
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HELPING HANDS of Birch Bay Village  

 

If you are sick, recovering from surgery or otherwise need 

a temporary helping hand, contact Karen Conner-Luton at 

425-409-8273 to arrange for equipment or a volunteer. 

• Volunteers can provide meals, grocery shopping.  Ad-

vance notice is needed. 

• The Medical Equipment Locker offers short term loans 

of used manual or transfer wheelchairs, shower & tub 

transfer chairs, 2 & 4 wheel walkers, crutches, com-

modes & toilet risers, canes , a 4’ ramp & more. 

• Due to space limitations, donations of medical equip-

ment will not be accepted at this time.   

• Please return equipment sanitized. 

• To become a Helping Hands Volunteer contact Karen. 

The Social Club would like to welcome all 

new residents to Birch Bay Village!  Don’t be 

alarmed when Rhonda delivers you a wel-

come gift bag to your home.  If you do not 

want a gift bag or have any questions, feel 

free to call Rhonda at 360-941-0906. 

Donations Always Needed for the Blaine Food Bank 

Our local community needs help providing food for their  

families!!  

Please go through your pantries and cupboards for non-perishable 

items to donate to the Blaine Food Bank.  Non-perishable food 

items can be dropped off at the bin at the Rec Center anytime.  

Please do not bring food that has an expiration date prior to Feb-

ruary 2023.  Monetary donations are welcome as well.  Make the 

check out to the Blaine Food Bank and put it in the mail!   

Thanks for your continued support! 

THIS MONTHS  EVENTS 

BREAKFAST—February 4th at the Clubhouse from 8-10am 

MOVIE  NIGHT—February 20th—at the Clubhouse @7pm 

“TOP GUN: Maverick” 

VALENTINE POTLUCK DINNER—February 18th—at the 

Clubhouse @6pm 

YUM!   

February 4th— BREAKFAST AT 8AM 

$7/PERSON—$3/KIDS 10 AND UNDER 

BRING EXACT CHANGE IF YOU CAN 

ENJOY A FEAST  

BISCUITS & GRAVY, HAM, PANCAKES,  

SCRAMBLED EGGS, JUICE, FRUIT,  

TASTY PASTRY 

Masks not required—feel free to use one 

Monthly Meeting— February 13th, 1 pm 

 MEETING IN PERSON AT THE CLUBHOUSE   

Masks may be worn if you feel more comfortable 

 Join Us To Serve Our Community 

Chair, Ruth Balf, 206-919-8434 

Co-Chair, Caprice  Pine  425-503-5770 

NEW Email:  bbvsocialclub@gmail.com 

Ongoing Community Projects:   

Stafholt Good Samaritan Center: We provide birthday gifts for residents each month 

Blaine Food Bank—Bin located at the Rec Center 

Helping Hands - For BBV Residents—see article below 

 

 

mailto:bbvsocialclub@gmail.com
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BBV SOCIAL CLUB NEWS! 
 

BBV Social Club always welcomes new members. Membership dues are 
$20.00 for the year. If you’d like to join, please fill out the form and include 
your check (made out to BBV Social Club). Forms located in the Rec. Center 
and then can be dropped off at the village office. If you join after Jan. 31st, 

you will not be able to add your name and contact info to the directory until 
the following year, but you will still receive your free directory. 

  We meet from 1-2pm on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Club-
house: next meeting on Feb. 13th at 1 pm.  Join us with your ideas to shape 

our events and activities that serve our community. 

COME SERVE OUR COMMUNITY WITH US!  

 

EVENTS 
 

MONTHLY THEMED POTLUCK DINNERS- 
3RD SATURDAY 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

 

 

Our February theme is “Valentine”. We were thinking 
small bites of goodness! Appetizer, desserts, cheese/
salami trays, wine etc. are a few examples. So grab 

your own plate, (if you don’t want to use a paper plate) 
bring your own beverage and the Social Club will supply 

coffee, paper plates, napkins and utensils. Come down to 
the Clubhouse at 5:30pm for the social and then we eat 

at 6pm. Masks are suggested.  

March 25—2nd Annual Poker Fun Run! 

Details will be announced in the March Bulletin. 

DONATIONS FOR THE BLAINE FOOD BANK 
ARE ENCOURAGED AND WELCOMED AT ALL 

SPONSORED AND FUNDED SOCIAL CLUB 
EVENTS. 

BIRCH BAY VILLAGE SOCIAL CLUB 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

DUES ARE $20/ANNUALLY 

 

NAME : ___________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS : _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

LANDLINE : ________________________________ 

 

CELL: _____________________________________ 

 

EMAIL: ___________________________________ 

 

  ⌂ CHECK HERE IF YOU WANT YOUR EMAIL  

PUBLISHED IN THE DIRECTORY 

 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO BBVSC 

MAIL TO:  SOCIAL CLUB 

8055 COWICHAN RD. 

BLAINE, WA 98230 

 

OR 

 

DROP IN THE BOX OUTSIDE OF THE OFFICE  
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 February 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Kovid Kickers 4pm 
 

 

2 

• Coffee 8am 

3 

• Exercise 

Group 9am 

 

 

4 

• Social Club Com-

munity Breakfast 

8AM-10AM 

 

 

5 

• Adult Card 

Group 6pm 

6 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Mahjong10:15am 

• Lakes & Drainage 

Committee 7pm 

 

 

7 

• Coffee 8am 

• Golf Committee 

3pm 

• ACC Committee 

7pm 

 

 

8 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Kovid Kickers 4pm 

• Board Workshop 

5pm 

 

 

9 

• Coffee 8am 

 

 

10 

• Exercise 

Group 9am 

 

11 
 

12 

• Superbowl 

viewing party 
at Rec Center 

3:30PM 

 

 

13 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Mahjong10:15am 

• Social Club Meeting 

1pm 

 

 

14 

• Coffee 8am 

• Marina 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Kovid Kickers 4pm 

16 

• Coffee 8am 

• Board Meet-

ing 7pm 

17 

• Exercise 

Group 9am 

 

 

 

18 

• Social Club 

Themed Potluck 

Dinner 6pm 

 

19 

• Adult Card 

Group 6pm 

20 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Mahjong10:15am 

• Social Club Movie 

Night 7pm 

 

 

21 

• Coffee 8am 

• Safety & Security 

Meeting 7pm 

 

 

 

22 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Kovid Kickers 4pm 

 

23 

• Coffee 8am 

24 

• Exercise 

Group 9am 

25 
 

26 

 

27 

• Exercise Group 

9am 

• Mahjong10:15am 

 

28 

• Coffee 8am 
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