BIRCH BAY VILLAGE

A PRIL B ULLETIN
Washington State Stay Home Order and
the Village
As we have shared, the Village staff is participating in the State-mandated 14-day
shutdown with a couple exceptions in order to protect our employees and in
recognition that the community needs are drastically reduced with owners following the 14-day stay home requirement.
The exceptions are:
•
•
•

Security Patrol
Gate Operations
Limited high priority office functions

We don’t anticipate continuing this way indefinitely. We feel that for 2 weeks, and
for everyone’s safety, we can get through this. However, should the pandemic
continue as is projected, our plan is to restart basic services as necessary (and if
allowed):
•

Rotating solitary maintenance staff to keep property sanitary from excessive
vegetation growth

Should this continue for more than 4 weeks, we may have to:
•
•
•
•

Revisit the frequency of our lot mowing service
Skip planting of annuals/hanging baskets in 2020
Delay the opening of the pool
Reprioritize projects planned for this year

On a positive note, we have been preparing for this and feel confident that once
we get the green light and, provided our team is healthy, we are all ready to go &
it will take no time at all to get back to full service level!

SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION
On March 19th, the Board held their monthly meeting via zoom and took the following action:
* Approved minutes from February 20,2020
* Tractor and trailer reserve replacements approval revised
* Adopted Resolution 28-03-19-20 - Board Meeting Conduct and Procedures
* Adopted Resolution 29-03-19-20 - Record Retention and Requests
* Approved the purchase of a Utility Vehicle replacement
* Approved the installation of the FOB system at the Clubhouse
* Approved the replacement of the Clubhouse door

APRIL 2020
Bulletin items for the month
of May need to be submitted
no later than Tuesday, April
21.

You can view the Bulletin
online at bbvcc.com
The Bulletin will be printed
once the Stay Home Order is
lifted.

APRIL MEETINGS
April meetings will be held
via Zoom and are open to
all homeowners. Invitations to these meetings
will be posted the day of:
April 7—ACC @ 7pm
April 8—Board
Workshop @ 5 pm
April 14—Marina @ 7pm
April 16—Board of
Directors @ 7pm
All other social activities
have been cancelled for
April.
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From the bbvcc election committee
In as much as there are four candidates for
the three positions open on the BBVCC
Board of Directors, an election will be held
per the “revised and Restated By-Laws of
Birch Bay Village Community Club, Inc, Section 5.1.4 Procedures fo Election of Directors.”
The notice for the June meeting shall inform
the BBVCC members of the balloting procedures to be followed, and shall provide a
copy of each candidates; profile submitted
pursuant to subsection (b) hereof.
VALID CANIDATES ARE:
1) Valery W Anderson
2) Ernest J Hutchins, Jr
3) Joe Kirby
4) Sandy Zeitel

MEET THE CANDIDATES:
There will be a Candidates Forum held on
Sunday, May 3, 2020 beginning at 1:30pm to
via ZOOM to give Village residents a chance
submit questions prior to the Forum and
prior to submitting ballots for election to the
Board.
Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Bogen,
Chairperson
BBVCC Election Committee

B OARD C ANDIDATE J OE K IRBY
Please accept this letter as my expression
of interest to run for a position on the
BBVCC Board of Directors.
Our family has now been in the Birch Bay
area since 2009 and we moved to the village in 2016 on the strength of visiting our
friends who lived here and seeing just what
a great place it was and continues to be!
We are active boaters and “water people”
and BBV has to be one of the best places in
the northwest for that.

guy with little time for politics and talk;
rather I tend to see what’s not working
and put my energies towards making it better.
As a relatively new person to the BBV
committee and governance scene, I believe
I can bring some new and fresh ideas forward and help engage others in the community as well. I look forward to being able
to help the Village in any way I can.

My background is in law enforcement and I I hope to continue to work to keep it movcurrently work as a federal agent in the
ing in that direction.
Blaine/Whatcom county area.
Not only has this role allowed me to see
just how special this neighborhood is, relaJoe Kirby
tive to the many I’ve seen in my travels, but
Birch Bay Village
this experience has proven to be very helpful in my current BBV community role on
the security committee and most recently
as the Security Committee chair. As most
who know me would say, I’m a practical
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B OARD C ANDIDATE - SANDY ZEITEL
I have been a resident of Birch Bay Village
3. My concern about the golf course and
since 1999. My husband and I moved here
the pro shop and the changes which
because we loved the community feeling and
most of the golf community are very
we were boaters and golfers.
displeased about.
4. The Board approval of a request for
Having been in the accounting field all of m
an exception and variance that had
adult life and served on several non-profit
been rejected both times by the
boards including as Treasurer and on the
ACC, the Board approved the variBudget committee, I am prepared to step in
ance despite the fact that the owner and
and do my utmost to ensure my fiscal recontractor were aware earlier of the ersponsibilities to the Village.
ror.
5. My concern about the future of the proWhen I served on the BBV Board from 2002posal of the easement from the Horizon
2005, I was part of the team that increased
development above the village. I was
the Reserves from $12,000 by incrementally
part of the community which attempted
increasing dues to where we now have over
to stop the change of Birch Point Road
a million and a half in Reserves. We also preto a dangerous curve. I do not trust the
pared and updated the Reserve Study to
developer nor the County to proceed
comply with RCW 64.34.382.
with the project without harming the
Village.
I have decided to run for the BBVCC Board 6. I would like to work with the County
as a result of my concern about several isabout establishing an escape route other
sues:
than Shintaffer. This escape route had
1. I believe the finances have not been manbeen promised by the County and foraged in accordance with the rules which
mer Horizon developer.
require operating within the budget.
7. I look forward to answering any ques2. I am opposed to Special Assessments and
tions at the Candidates meeting.
believe that the budget must include all
necessary operations and needs. The
Thank you,
budget must be adhered to in order to
Sandy Zeitel
eliminate the possibility of Special Assessments.
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B OARD CANDIDATE - ERNIE HUTCHINS JR
In 2015 my wife, Heidi, and I
moved to Birch Bay Village from
Camarillo, California because
we were finally retired and free
to leave the hustle and bustle of
Southern California and relocate
to a simpler lifestyle in the beautiful Pacific Northwest where
we had family.
By way of background, I was born and raised in
Kittery, the southernmost town in Maine. I enjoyed the seasons but did not enjoy some of the
hardships that winter presented. Whatcom
County’s climate is very similar, without the
abundance of snow. As a child, I skied and
learned to play golf with my family.
I graduated from Bryant College in Providence,
Rhode Island in 1970 with a BSBA in Marketing.
During college, I joined the National Guard in
Rhode Island then transferred to Los Angeles
where I received a degree in Programming from
Control Data Institute because of my growing
interest and curiosity about computer technology.
Between 1972 and 2007, I worked in the computer industry in programming, development,
sales and marketing of both hardware and software.
I decided to leave the constantly changing and
highly competitive computer industry for an
opportunity to pursue my passion to teach and
play golf. The USGTF ( US Golf Teacher’s Federation) offered a certification program that I
completed in 2007. Following this I was hired
at the newly reopened Olivas Links Golf Course
in Ventura, California where I held various positions including assistant pro, assistant manager
and instructor. During this period I joined the
PGA.
My “official” retirement began when we moved
to the Village, the best decision we’ve ever
made.

Because I am project-driven and like to stay
busy, and because concurrent with our move to
the Village, an opportunity to become involved
with our golf club arose, I was asked to step in
as instructor which evolved into being the BBV
Golf Course professional. This has been a winwin.

Accomplishments:
I was elected President of the BBV Golf Club
for three years. Following this I became Vice
President of the Golf Club for one year. I am
currently the Chairperson of the Golf Committee and report directly to our Board of Directors.
Chairperson of the Board Action Committee:
In 2018 our Committee submitted recommendations to improve and enforce the BBV Golf
Course Rules and Regulations which have been
accepted by the board and are being implemented.
One of the projects I am most proud of and
enthusiastic about is the creation of our current
Summer Youth Golf Camp which is held in
partnership with Blaine-Birch Bay Parks and
Recreation. Along with a group of volunteers,
we teach golf fundamentals to kids age 8-16.
This has been made possible in part by the Golf
Club’s annual fundraiser auction, emceed by our
favorite auctioneer, Mike Kent. Thousands of
dollars are raised each year thanks to Mike’s
participation.
In closing, I believe I would be a valuable asset
to the Board by using my ability to interact with
people, even in difficult situations by utilizing my
experiences prior to Village life and those
gained by working with our Board members and
residents. I would look forward to helping
manage the challenges that arise for our wonderful community.
Respectfully submitted by:
Ernest J Hutchins Jr.
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B OARD CANDIDATE - VALERY ANDERSON
I have been a resident of Birch Bay Village
3. More information on the Budget
since 1998 and enjoy living in such a beautiful
with the explanations of why,
area.
where and how the money is being
allocated. Complete account of
My experience of over 10 years serving on
proposed income and expenditure.
the BBV Board as President, Secretary and
4. Closed sessions only to be held as
general member through good times and difper the By-Laws and the RCWs,
ficult times, has given me an insight to some
with advanced notice and that the
of the problems that have faced us in the past
meeting will be re-opened after the
and that we are still dealing with today. I and
closed session. There are rare instance
the rest of the members of the Board at one
that an unforeseen emergency requiring a
time fought the County, developers and
close session would occur.
Birch Bay Steering Committee with the
5. I agree with the proposal in the 2020
change in the road which unfortunately endObjective list on meeting with the comed up favoring the developers. We successmittees. However, I would also propose
fully stopped drainage into our property at
meeting with the maintenance and office
the time. We are again seeing some of the
staff as they are an important part of the
same problems cropping up with proposed
running of BBV.
drainage from a developer into our slough
and changes to the access of Birch Bay Drive My only agenda is what is best for Birch Bay
and the suggestion of incorporation by Birch Village and its members and I would do my
Bay.
very best to work toward that goal.
I look forward to answering any and all quesMy proposals are as follows:
tions at the Candidates meeting.
1. Work closely with the County to keep
outside developers from encroaching on- Thank you for your consideration
to our property and maintain full access Valery W Anderson.
to Birch Bay drive.
2. Have much more transparency with all
things related to and possibly affecting the
members of BBV.

NEED HELP? BBV RESIDENT IS HERE.
Willing to do miscellaneous work in BBV
•
•
•

Yard Work
Dog Walking/Sitting
House Sitting

Weeding
Yard Clean-Up
Light Painting/Pruning

Call Jeff at 360-305-0584
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BIRCH BAY VILLAGE GOLF CLUB
The BBV Golf Club promotes an organized
golfing environment created in the spirit of
the game, open to men and women of all experience and skill levels.
Note: The events planned for our 2020 golf
season are subject to the coronavirus restrictions in place at the time of the event.
The BBV Golf Club provides opportunities to
play for all skill levels, from beginner to advanced, for men, women, and couples that
take place on weekdays and weekends.
Lessons are available to those just getting
started or those looking to improve their
skills through clinics and comprehensive lesson programs. Juniors who want to learn, improve, or just play, are encouraged to participate.
Club Life – Meet other golfers and have
fun!

Meet other Village golfers, new and experienced, and enjoy our beautiful golf course.
Clubs include the Ladies Club, Men’s Club,
Friday Night Couples, Scramble Club, Monday
Money Club, a mid-week evening 9-hole club,
and additional golf events and activities.
If you are new to golf or want to improve, we
offer classes and clinics. Most tournaments
and clubs play a shotgun start so all finish at
the same time to enjoy lunch, dinner, a beverage, and snacks at the end of the round.
Ladies Club – Wed 10 am - Open to BBVGC
members with a GHIN handicap index, entry
fee $5.
Men’s Club - Thurs 9 am - Open to BBVGC
members with a GHIN handicap index, entry
fee $5.
Friday Night Couples - Fri 4:30 pm - Open to
all members of the Birch Bay Village Golf Club
and their guests.

Scramble Club – Mon 4:30 pm - Open to BBV
residents, new golfers, those taking lessons,
or golfers with or without a GHIN handicap
who want to play in a scramble format, no
entry fee.
Monday Money Game – Mon 9 am - Open to
BBV residents and guests with a GHIN handicap index.
Mid-week 9-hole Club – 5:30 pm tee time,
GHIN handicap not required, men and women, golf games.
Ladies Tuesday - 2 pm - Informal 9-hole
scramble, no entry fee. No pressure, just fun.
To find out more about the BBV Golf Club,
go to: www.bbvgolfclub.com
Junior Golf Camp

Ages 8 to 15
Session 1: July 20 – 24
Session 2: August 3 – 7
Applications in the Golf & Grill or online
www.bbvgolfclub.com
To find out more about the BBV Golf Club,
go to: www.bbvgolfclub.com
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FROM OUR GOLF PRO - BLAKE HULL
1986 assistant golf professional at La Gorce Country
Club, Miami Beach, Florida. Duties included; Merchandising and sales, tournament operations, scheduling
staff, staff liaison to men's and women's golf leagues
and instruction.
Playing Career - The Nike Tour, The Canadian Tour,
The Prairie tour as well as many satellite tours in the
state of Florida.

different golf clubs; Puerto Los Cabos, Cabo Real and
Club Campestre.
My theory on golf lessons: “I work with what you have
and try to simplify what may seem complicated”
Rates - $50/hour or 5 lessons for $149 including some
course time
I am looking forward to meeting everyone at Birch Bay
Village Golf Club and looking forward to a great summer of golf.

In 1997 guest service manager for The Raven Golf
Club in Phoenix, Arizona, at that time The Raven Golf
club was rated # 2 in North America for guest service.
2000 Teaching Professional at The Aspen Glen Club in Blake Hull - Head Golf Professional
Carbondale, Colorado. 2009 Director of Instruction
Birch Bay Village CC bhull@bbvcc.com
for Questro Golf in San Jose Del Cabo, Mexico.
970-379-0599
While there I developed teaching programs for three

The Month of April Quiz (circle your answer)

Answer: __________________________
7. Which of these countries does not have an Independence Day in
1. What does the word April mean?
April?
A. flower
A. Namibia
B. open
B. Togo
C. spring
C. Sierra Leone
D. warmth
D. Zimbabwe
2. What is the gem associated with April?
8.
England’s
patron saint is remembered on April 23. Who is he?
A. diamond
A. St David
B. sapphire
B St George
C. jade
C St Thomas a Becket
D. ruby
D St Andrew
3. April first is called April Fools’ Day. We call someone who is tricked
an April Fool. What do the French call such a person? (English transla- 9. Who wrote ‘Oh to be in England now that April’s there’?
tion will do)
A. Lord Byron
A. April donkey
B. Alfred Lord Tennyson
B. April sparrow
C. William Wordsworth
C. April dunce
D. Robert Browning
D. April fish
10. The Anglo-American poet T S Eliot wrote ‘April is the ...month’.
What is the missing word?
4. Which of these flowers is considered the flower for April?
A. Loveliest
A. bluebell
B. Prettiest
B. rose
C. Wettest
C. daisy
D. Cruelest
D. dandelion
5. Easter is always in April. True or False?
6. This day, created to make people aware of environmental problems,
was first celebrated internationally on April 22, 1970. What day is it?

Answers found on page 10
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Social Club Monthly Meeting for April 13 is Cancelled
Due to the current health crisis.
Questions? Please contact Co-chairs Melinda at 360-738-0595 or
Linda at 360-778-2803
April Events: Breakfast, April 4th, Cancelled
Easter Egg Hunt - April 11th, Cancelled!
Movie Night, April 21—Cancelled
Free Plant Exchange April 25th—Cancelled
Ongoing Community Projects:
Stafholt Good Samaritan Center Birthdays
Blaine Food and Clothing Banks
Helping Hands - For BBV Residents
Welcome to New BBVCC Owners
Upcoming May Events: To Be Determined—Check out the May
Bulletin for further information
STAFHOLT GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER
Social Club members provide monthly services
• Birthday gifts for all Stafholt residents
• Staff “Bingo Buck” shopping tables
• Accept donations for residents’ shopping:
Especially needed are men’s & women’s clothing
Sizes medium to extra large
• Please contact Melanie Shearer 360-393-3774 for more info.
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Welcome to New
BBVCC Owners!!
The Social Club has a warm welcome
ready for all new owners in BBVCC.
Please contact Rhonda at 360-941-0906
for your special card, and a packet of
useful
information on the Birch Bay
& Blaine areas.

HELPING HANDS of Birch
Bay Village
The Social Club
If you are sick, recovering from surgery
or otherwise need a temporary helping
hand, contact Linda Bonomi at
206.276.3713 (cell) to arrange for
equipment or a volunteer.
• Volunteers can provide meals, rides

•

to medical appointments, grocery
shopping. Advance notice is needed.
The Social Club Medical Equipment

•

Locker offers short term loans of
used manual or transfer wheelchairs, shower & tub transfer chairs,
2 & 4 wheel walkers, crutches,
commodes & toilet risers, canes &
4’& 8’ ramps & more.
We welcome donations of medical

•

equipment in good condition.
Please donate or return equipment
sanitized.
To become a Helping Hands Volun-

BLAINE FOOD & CLOTHING BANKS
The Social Club accepts donations for both the Blaine Food and Clothing
Banks which serve both Birch Bay and Blaine.
• Bins available in the BBV Clubhouse anytime it is open!
• Please do not donate food with expiration date prior to April 2020
• Check those kitchen and pantry cupboards for donations
•

Blaine Clothing Bank CLOSED until further notice!

•

Contact Gwynne at 360-389-5070 for more info

teer

contact Linda.

Upcoming April Plant Exchange—April 25th!!

Gardener's!
Save those plants and bulbs for the Free Plant Exchange. Indoor and outdoor trees/plants/shrubs OK
More details in the April 2020 Bulletin.
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LEARN TO PLAY THE PIANO
In Birch Bay Village
All ages. Adult beginners welcome.
Christine Riffle
christine.riffle@gmail.com

Specializing in first time home buyers
or buyers who are new to the area.

Answers to Trivia Quiz. 1. B, 2. A, 3. D, 4. C, 5. False, 6. Earth Day, 7.A, 8. B, 9. D. 10. D

360-778-1614 or 360-310-8020

